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�e Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) in Art prepares 
students for a professional career in the �eld of 
contemporary studio art, with an emphasis on 
interdisciplinary practice.  Graduates will be 
cultural producers, �uent in technical, theoretical 

and professional components of a 21st Century 
artistic practice.  Graduates will be prepared to 
compete in the �eld of visual art, where they may 
make their contribution as artists, curators, critics, 
gallerists and teachers.

 Students from ART 384A Concepts in Contemporary Art: Art and 

Science enjoy a night at Mt. Wilson Observatory.  ▼▼   Sohia Neilson, Senior exhibition installation



▼  Johee Kwak, Senior Exhibition

Integrated
Curriculum
�e BFA in Art o�ers a comprehensive 
curriculum that encourages students to work 
together and combine e�orts and learning 
experiences in a shared creative environment.  
Freshmen and Sophomores explore a broad 
range of media in foundational studio courses 
designed to develop technical pro�ciencies. 
Sophomores and Juniors discover a range of 
contemporary artistic practices through required 
courses in Contemporary Gallery Practice, 
Modernism and Contemporary Art History. 
Juniors and Seniors take four intermedia and 
interdisciplinary studio courses that promote 
critical and conceptual thinking which feed the 
development of individual artistic voices. �e 
Senior Seminar course is the capstone experience 
in the program requiring students to write a 
thesis statement and install an exhibition of their 
artwork in Chapman University’s Guggenheim 
Gallery. Students also work together to install 
shows juried by visiting professional artists and 
gallerists each semester. 

 
Visual Thinker Lecture Series
�e Department of Art hosts lectures every 
semester designed for students to explore visual 
culture from a wide range of art professionals 
across disciplines o�ering opportunities to learn, 
be inspired, and network.Recent topics have 
included the ethics of mass incarceration, obesity 
in the media, the epistemology of disagreement, 
food ethics and human rights. 
www.chapman.edu/wilkinson/art/speaker-series.aspx

The Art Club
�e Art Club is a student led organization 
which provides a platform for community 
and social activities related to artistic practice 
outside of usual course curriculum. Students 
visit contemporary galleries, museums, artists’ 
studios, attend lectures and art openings, 
immersing themselves in the dynamic Los 
Angeles based art community.

Individual
Mentorships
Students work closely with a faculty committee 
on their capstone BFA Senior exhibition over the 
duration of a semester to brainstorm, prepare, and 
learn to professionally install their exhibition.

Internships
�e department has established relationships 
with several top tier galleries in Los Angeles, 
and o�er students competitive internships that 
provide professional experience and an insider’s 
look at the contemporary art world. We o�er 
internship opportunities at: Contemporary 
Art World, Cherry and Martin, Gagosian 
Gallery, Regen Projects, Francois Ghebaly 
Gallery, LAXART, Night Gallery, Los Angeles 
Contemporary Exhibition, & 365 Mission. 
Students are encouraged to intern at the many 
other galleries and museums in the LA area. 

▼  Chapman students have the opportunity to  
use a variety of media in their work, which is  
put on display in the Guggengeim Gallery.  
Artwork by Autumn Wyatt

C
ha

pm
an

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 A

rt
 C

lu
b 

(C
U

A
C

)

▼  Collaborative perfomance installation by Juniors, 
Carmen Borrison and Alessandra Rosser from a 
course o�ering in Installation Art



▼  Students draw in the room of crystals in La Specola, 
the oldest science museum in Europe.

▼  A Fulbright Scholar, Nimah Gobir with her mixed 
media Senior �esis Exhibition

International
Study the History of Art & 
Science in Florence
During the Interterm course ‘�e Origins of Art 
and Science, the Rise of Machines,Technology 
and Astronomy’ students have the opportunity 
to spend a month in Florence, Italy tracing the 
interconnection of Art and Science during the 
Italian Renaissance. �is class explores the 
historical origins of art and science through 
sculpture, architecture, and painting.

 
Study Contemporary Art  
in Berlin and Venice
�is course o�ers students the opportunity 
to spend two weeks visiting galleries, artist 
studios and underground spaces and producing 
an exhibition in Berlin, Germany, and a week 
visiting the Venice Biennale in Italy. 

Global Studies
All Chapman University students are encouraged 
to participate in study abroad programs in 
almost every part of the world. Studying overseas 
provides a unique opportunity which can open 
up fresh perspectives on international political, 
economic and social issues, interpersonal 
relationships and ultimate career choices.  
Please visit: http://studyabroad.chapman.edu/ for 
more information. 

Interdisciplinary
�e intermedia and inerdisciplinary course work 
of the 384 series coursework educates students 
in the expanded �eld of contemporary visual art. 
We expose them to ways in which artists today 
challenge traditional categories of art-making 
through a wide range of strategies, such as 
collaborative public interventions to curatorial 
projects. Students will learn the cutting 
edge of contemporary theory— addressing 
issues relevant to the culture at large, from 
sustainability to popular media. From critical 
and informed points of view, they are encouraged 
to take part in projects that empower them and 
help develop their voices. �e wide-range of 
material covered in the coursework prepares 
students for a career in the arts, including 
gallerists, dealers, curators, fund-raisers and 
organizers, or artists, teachers, critics. In many 
cases, an art career in the 21st century asks that 
artists be all of these things, and more. 

Art 384A, Concepts in 
Contemporary Art: Art and 
Science
During this semester long course, students 
create artwork inspired by their interactions 
and discussions about current missions from 
engineers, designers and physicists at NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory and explore conceptual 
and visual crossovers of both disciplines. 

Liberal Arts Core
Students have the opportunity and freedom 
to explore a range of topics, concerns, and 
methodologies from historical culture, formal 
analysis and iconography to material culture, 
social history, and gender studies within their 

▼  Students view a 3-D video by the electronic band 
Kra�werk at Sprueth Magers gallery in Berlin.



BFA in Art Curriculum:

Required courses (27 credits)

ART 116 Ceramics: Form and Surface
ART 120 Photographic Imaging
ART 121 Digital Imaging
ART 122 Objects and Space
ART 123 Painting and Mark Making
ART 124 Drawing and Planning
ART 125 Introduction to New Genres
ART 195 Art and Text
ART 296 Contemporary Gallery Practice

Advanced Requirements 
(18 credits)

Take three of the 384 series plus one of the following: an 
additional 384 course,or 300 level course or approved internship
ART 397 Modernism
ART 497 Advanced Art: Critique and Exhibition

Five 200-400 level, medium-
specifi c studio courses 
(15 credits)

Take courses in at least two areas: drawing/painting, ceramics/sculpture, 
video/performance and photography

Elective (3 credits)

ANTH 211  Visual Culture 
HIST 333  Images of American History
HIST 388  Technology & the media in the United States
ART 490  Independant Internship

63 UNITS Total
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All new transfer and freshman students applying 
to the B.F.A. Art program must submit a Creative 
Supplement as well as the Common Application. 
� e Creative Supplement application requires you 
to submit four pieces to be considered. Please visit: 
https://www.chapman.edu/admission/undergraduate/
applynow.aspx, for more information.

For all current students, please contact the Art O�  ce 
for more information.

The Department of Art Portfolio 
application requires you to submit 
four items to be considered:

1.   Statement of Interest: 
Describe why you are interested 
in studying studio art at Chapman 
University, including artistic and 
educational goals. The department of 
art is committed to interdisciplinary 
dialogues, including academics and 
non-academic interests that infl uence 
your art work.

2.  Statement of two most 
successful works:
Art is visual communication. Pick the 
two most successful works in your 
portfolio and explain in a statement 
what makes them most signifi cant, 
including how the formal elements 
of the works support their meaning. 
Statement should be about 500 words 
in length, total.

3.  Signed Letter of 
Recommendation: 
Submit a signed letter of 
recommendation from a high school 
art teacher or art mentor, speaking to 
your creative talents and merits as a 
student. The letter is not required to be 
confi dential, but submitting a signed 
letter of recommendation is mandatory. 
NOTE: This letter is in addition to the 
recommendation letter required by the 
Admissions Offi ce.

4.  Media Uploads:
Portfolio: Upload 8 to 10 examples 
of your best art work. It may include 
design, drawing, painting, ceramics, 
sculpture or whatever you feel best 
demonstrates your talent.

Photo: Upload a photo of yourself 
so we can identify you. Professional 
headshots are not necessary.

NOTE: In total you should upload 8-11 
items, including one photo of yourself

Please visit or contact us at:
 Web: www.chapman.edu/wilkinson/art/index.aspx
 Phone: 714-997-6729
 O�  ce: Moulton Hall 173




